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ABOUT THIS PLAN 
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www.american.edu/ sustainability. 
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(202) 885 6262 
sustainability@american.edu 
facebook.com/ GreenAU 
twitter.com/ GreenAU 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

In its strategic plan, American University committed to acting on its 
values through social responsibility, service, and an active pursuit of 
sustainability. This commitment honors the university's history of 
practical idealism, dedication to public service, and global outlook. 

Issued in 2010, our climate action plan galvanized and focused our 
sustainability efforts around greening our physical campus. These 
efforts are on track to achieve three facilities-related goals by 2020: 

Emit net-zero greenhouse gas emissions; 
Earn LEED certification on all new buildings as well as on 
25 existing buildings; and 
Send zero waste to landfill or incineration . 

In addition, we recognized the need to broaden our focus and 
have expanded our sustainability efforts to include the university's 
academic programs, administrative programs, and community 
outreach. I am pleased to present this sustainability plan, which 
integrates the following areas: 

Education and research; 
Operations; and 
Administration and engagement. 

It is imperative that the leaders emerging from our classrooms 
are equipped to address the critical issues of our time. We will 
enhance student sustainability literacy through experiential learning 
and co-curricular engagement, while expanding sustainability 
in our research and curriculum . We also will promote employee 
sustainability through ASustainableU, our green office engagement 

program. Furthermore, we will investigate ways to integrate social 
responsibility and sustainability into our investments. We also will 
engage our campus community in higher levels of public service. 

As we continue on our journey toward achieving these ambitious 
goals, we are committed to transparency and will publish our 
progress through public reports in STARS, the Sustainability 
Tracking Assessment and Rating System. 

Our plan's success relies on determination, innovation, and 
participation. I invite you to join our efforts and learn more about 
this important initiative by visiting www.american.edu/ sustainability. 

By working together, we will green the American Dream. 

Sincerely, 

Neil Kerwin 
President 5
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In 2009, American University issued a strategic plan, Leadership for a 
Changing World, articulating ten transformational goals for the next 
decade. Goal number seven declares the university's commitment 
to ''.Act on our values of social responsibility, service (and] an active 
pursuit of sustainability." In order to help achieve this and othe r 
strategic goals, this plan integrates and coordin ates sustainability 
throughout the university. 

The Offi ce of Sustainability was created in 2009 to assist in reaching 
this goal . In 2010, AU adopted sustainability policies, produ ced a 
climate action plan, and assessed the university's sustainability using 
the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment, and Rating System (STARS).
In January 2011, the university published its first comprehensive 
sustainability report, earning a STARS Go ld rating . 

In 2011, the university charged the Sustainability Project Team, 
comprising students, faculty, staff, and alumni, with weaving these 
programs into a single, comprehe nsive sustainability plan. Starting 
from the university's STARS Gold rating as a baseline, this plan 
outlines actions toward the goal of achieving a STARS Platinum 
rating by 2017. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY GOALS 

EDUCATION & RESEARCH 

Engage Students in Co-Curricular Sustainability 

Enrich Sustainability in the Curriculum 

Promote Research on Sustainability 

OPERATIONS 

Build and Maintain Green Buildings & Grounds 

Achieve Climate Neutrality by 2020 

Purchase Greener Products 

Send Near Zero Waste to Landfill 

ADM ISTRATION & E GA •E E 

Promote Employee Engagement in Sustainab ility 

Increase Community Service 

Align Investments with Social and Environmental Goals 

Sponsor Annual Sustainability Service Event 

7 







10

Sustainability has become one of the critical imperatives of our time. 
By further integrating sustainability into its educational and research 
missions, American University reaffirms a central commitment to 
develop thoughtful, responsible human beings, who are prepared to 
serve and influence the city, nation, and world during dynamic times. 

The university distinguishes itself through an array of sustainability
related education and research programs that exemplify the 
university's commitments to: 

• interdisciplinary inquiry 

• international understanding 

• interactive teaching 

• research and creative endeavors 

• practical experiential learning 

Six of AU's seven schools and colleges offer a degree program 
in, or house a center or program on, sustainability. Most students 
also engage in sustainability activities outside the classroom. AU 
students overwhelmingly indicate strong interest in learning more 
about sustainability. 

We will improve sustainability literacy and engagement among our 
students through a combination of co-curricular programs and 
curricular enrichment. We also will intensify sustainability-related 
research in the areas of business, law, public policy, international 
development, communications, the arts, and environmental science. 
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Students,jllClif!y and da./J tollaborate to inttgrak 
stl.dtzinabiii!J projects into cmrict1hlm and rtsearch. 



e academics 

START • • • • • • • • • • • . 
0 0 8 $ 0 
MARY GRAYDON CENTER 

Four green roofs 
• Solar photovoltaic panels
• Solar hot water tubes 
• Vegawatt cogenerator 
• Trayless dining 

Compost collection 
 View green roofs in 

second floor courtyards, 
including "WONK" topiary 
and beehives in north 
courtyard 

eoee • 
SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 

• LEED Gold 
• Solar photovoltaic panels
• Solar hot water tubes 

Rainwater collection & 
reuse 
LED lighting in parking 
garage 
Green 
throughout 
Bioretention 

14materials 
building 
ponds 

Green roof over parking 
 garage 

White roof 
Xeriscaping 
Global Environmental 
Politics Program 

MA in Natural Resources 
and Sustainable 
Development 
Social Enterprise Program 

........................................ . 
0 0 
BEEGHLY BUILDING 
• College of Arts and Sciences, Department of 

Environmental Science 

0 0 ~~ 
LETTS, ANDERSON, & CENTENNIAL HALLS 

Student-run bike lending 
station 
Solar hot water tubes 

• Bike repair station 

ee 
MCKINLEY BUILDING 

School of Communication,
Center for Environmental 
Film making 

 • LEED, pending 
• Green roof 

. . ...................... 

0 0 (:) 
OSBORN & ASBURY BUILDINGS 
• Yard waste composting 

& construction debris 
recycling 

• Zero Waste office 

OG 
COMMUNITY GARDEN 

Electric vehicle charging, 
university vehicles only 
Biodiesel-fueled buses 

Managed by students, faculty, & staff 

• Herbs used in Terrace Dining Room 
• Donations to Bread for the City 

0 0 
WOODS BROWN AMPHITHEATRE 

Campus is a certified arboretum 
• Over 2500 trees, 150 species 
• Certified Wildlife Habitat (National Wildlife Federation) 
• Tree Campus USA (Arbor Day Foundation) 

oe 
HURST HALL 
• College of Arts and Sciences, Department of Biology and

Public Health Program 
 

~~~ 
'7 \.J '-' 
KAY SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER 
& WARD CIRCLE BUILDING 

Permeable pavers test site between Kay and Ward allows 
water to infiltrate soil 
Largest campus green roof on Ward 
School of Public Affairs, Center for Environmental Policy 

4800 
KATZEN ARTS CENTER 
• View solar photovoltaics from museum third floor 

(during open hours only) 
• Public electric vehicle charging station (garage 1st floor) 

•• CAPITAL BIKESHARE 
• Nation's largest bike sharing system 
• Over 200 bike stations in DC 
• Sign up at www.capitalbikeshare.com 

G@OG 
KOGOD SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

Green roofs built by volunteers 
Visit north green roof patio above shuttle stop 
Rain garden filters and cleans water 
#1 Undergraduate Business Program for Sustainability 
(Bloomberg Businessweek) 

• MS in Sustainability Management 

oe 
WASHINGTON COLLEGE OF LAW 

International and Comparative Environmental Law 
Program 
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