


International Association of Universities

IAU - the Global Voice of Higher 
Education

• Global NGO created by UNESCO in 1950, based at UNESCO HQ in Paris, 
France

• Global Membership: around 600 Members (HEIs, Organisations, 
Affiliates) in 120+ countries

• Global Database of Higher Education with 20k+ accredited institutions: 
The IAU World Higher Education Database (WHED.net)

• Advocacy to UN/UNESCO

• Research, Publications, Monitoring and Networking

• Four key thematic priorities

Leadership Internationalization Sustainable Development/HESD Digital Transformation
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Higher Education and 
Research for Sustainable 

Development

Activities:

● Mapping HESD Initiatives: The IAU HESD Portal (iau-hesd.net) 
● Conducting Research: 3rd IAU HESD Global Survey Report, launched in January 2023
● Capacity building & Evaluation: (virtual) events, advocacy (UN HLPF, UNESCO) 
● Developing & Sharing Knowledge: The IAU HESD Cluster Network, SDG Publication Series

⮚ 1 common Goal: to enhance HE engagement with Sustainable Development in T&L, Research 

and campus and community engagement 

List of Cluster Members and Satellites: 

https://www.iau-hesd.net/index.php/IAU-Global-HESD-Cluster
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Q1: What are key challenges for 
transforming (higher) education?

Q2: What could be 
solutions/actions to take?
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Re-thinking (higher) education and inspiring 
transformation for a more sustainable future

• Welcome & Moderation: Hilligje van’t Land, Secretary General IAU

• Keynote by Prof. Stephen Sterling “Repurposing HE in Dangerous Times –
ten keys to transformation” 

• Responses
• Dr. Elena Toukan, Researcher, UNESCO Futures of Education 
• Prof. Arjen Wals, Professor of Transformative Learning for Socio-

Ecological Sustainability and UNESCO Chair of Social Learning and 
Sustainable Development, Wageningen University 

• Prof. Iveta Silova, Associate Dean of Global Engagement and Professor, 
MLF Teachers College, Arizona State University 

• Discussion and Q&A
• Closing (10 min, all) 
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Thank you!

Image 4

i.toman@iau-aiu.net

https://www.linkedin.com/company/iau-aiu

https://www.linkedin.com/organization/10996185/admin/updates
https://www.linkedin.com/company/iau-aiu
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