
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: 

HOW CAN FRENCH HIGHER 

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH 

INSTITUTIONS CONTRIBUTE?



Future well-being of humanity and the planet dependson successfulresolution of the
interconnectedchallengesof economic,social,cultural, and environmentalsustainability.
The International Association of Universities is an international non-governmental
organization and an official partner of UNESCO(AssociateStatus). IAU counts 650
Members(Institutions & Organizations)basedin some130 countriesand reachesout to
some20.000 universitiesand other higher educationinstitutions from around the world
throughits networksandthanksto the World HigherEducationDatabase(IAU-WHED)that
it maintains. IAUrecognizesand promotesthe key role highereducation(HE)playsin the
overallprocessof achievingsustainabledevelopment.

HigherEducationand Researchfor SustainableDevelopment(HESD)is one of L!¦Ωǎkey
priorities and fostersengagementwith sustainabilityagendason globaland regionallevel.
For over three decades,the Associationdevelopsprojects,takespart in internationaland
regional initiatives and holds events to promote the integration of sustainable
development(SD)into highereducationpolicies,strategiesandwork.

In 2018, IAU launchedthe GlobalClusteron HESD,a global network of universitiesthat
consistsof 16 universities that lead the work on one of the SDGseach. Those lead
institutions are joined by a group of satellite universities from the other continents,
bringing the number of involved universities to over 80. Jointly, the cluster works on
Agenda2030, to encourageengagementof universitieswith the SustainableDevelopment
Goals(SDGs)and to highlight the important role universitiesplay in front of UNAgencies,
other bilateral organization like the Council of Europe or the European Union and
governments.

IAU is key partner network in the ¦b9{/hΩǎGlobalAction Programmeon Educationfor
SustainableDevelopment(ESD)and sits on the steering committee of SDG4: Quality
Education,also led by UNESCO. IAU actively engageswith the UN 2030 Agenda for
SustainableDevelopmentςTransformingour World, by attending the HighLevelPolitical
Forumat the United NationsHeadquartersin New York,where the Associationorganizes
workshopsandsideeventstogetherwith its Members.

IAUwaspleasedto havebeeninvited to commenton the developmentandpublicationof
this manual. This is a valuable tool that tackles a key component of the Whole of
Institution Approachto HESD: the engagementof all ΨƘƛƎƘŜǊeducationŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΩin the
processto lead to more sustainableinstitutions and a more sustainablefuture. We are
pleasedto supportthis project fully.

IƛƭƭƛƎƧŜ Ǿŀƴ Ψǘ [ŀƴŘ 
PhD, Secretary General, 

International Association of Universities (IAU)
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http://www.iau-aiu.net/
http://en.unesco.org/
http://www.iau-aiu.net/content/members
https://www.whed.net/home.php
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld


EDITO

Giventhe environmentalandsocialchallengesfacingus in
the 21st century,we eachhavea role to play in meeting
the 17 SustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGs)adoptedin
September2015by the 193 memberstatesof the United
Nations. The 17 goals cover a wide range of subjects,
including health, access to water, the fight against
poverty,equalopportunities,education,diversity,climate
changeandthe protectionof animalandplant species.

All highereducationinstitutions (HEIs),both through their
activitiesand in their organization,are directly concerned
by the SDGs. The fourth goal is particularly pertinent:
ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all - a
fundamentalgoalfor highereducation.

Meeting the SDGswill take more than government
action and public policy. Eachstakeholdermust act, not
only in contributing to national objectives, but also in
their specific field. To that end, representativesof the
French higher education service decided to put their
minds together to prepare a manual about their
professionsandhow theyareassociatedwith the SDGs:

ÅThe manual is the result of close collaboration
between B&L évolution and institution management
associations,student associations,and funding and
insurancebodies: the CPU(Conférencedes Présidents
ŘΩ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŞ), the CGE(ConférencedesGrandesEcoles),
the MGEN (Mutuelle Générale de ƭΩ9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ
Nationale), the Cnous (Centre nationale des ǆǳǾǊŜǎ
universitaires et scolaire) and the REFEDD(Réseau
françaisdesétudiantspour le développementdurable).
The Ministry of Higher Education, Research and
Innovationand the Ministry of Ecologicaland Inclusive
Transitionalsotook part, alongsidethe CIRSES(Collectif
pour ƭΩLƴǘŞƎǊŀǘƛƻƴdu DéveloppementDurable and
Responsabilité Sociétale dans ƭΩ9ƴǎŜƛƎƴŜƳŜƴǘ
Supérieur), a professional associationfor supporting
sustainabledevelopmentin HEIs.
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ÅThe manual covers the social issues influenced by
higher education and research institutions. The
premise is the following: we can each contribute in
different ways, through voting, daily actions and
citizenship,but the professionalsphereis particularly
conduciveto collectiveaction.

ÅHowever, action for sustainable development and
socialresponsibility(SD&SR)in the professionalsphere
is too often reduced to environmentally-friendly
gestures and conceivably the raising of the
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎawareness. And in many instances,only
specificprofessionsget involved. Yet, the challenges
concernall HEIactivities including teaching,learning
content development,socialactions,careerguidance,
workforce integration, facilities and property
management,finance,human resources,IT and food
services.

What do universities, graduate schools, and food or
studenthousingserviceshaveto do with the SDGs?How
can they be included in institution strategies?What are
the advantagesfor governance?This manual has been
developedto provide practical answers,categorizedby
the major professionalgroups in higher education and
researchinstitutions. Thismanualis the first of its kind. It
provides a detailed presentation of the SDGs by
profession,using results of a survey conducted in the
highereducationandresearchnetwork.

This handbook demonstrates that all the occupations
and professions in higher education and research
institutions can - and must - contribute to the SDGs
through increased cross-disciplinary cooperation. We
also recommend it be used as a tool to develop and
promote the commitment of an institution through its
actions. The manual is intended to help CPU,CGEand
Crousmemberinstitutionsmakedecisions.

Gilles ROUSSEL,President, Conférencedes Présidents
ŘΩ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŞ(CPU)

Anne-Lucie WACK,President,Conférencedes Grandes
Ecoles(CGE)

AlainTORD,Coordinator,HigherEducationandResearch,
B&Lévolution

DominiqueMARCHAND,President,Cnous

Anne-MarieHARSTER,NationalDelegate,MGEN



Themanualwascreatedby:

- Conférencedes PrésidentsŘΩ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŞ(CPU): HEImanagement
association

- ConférencedesGrandesÉcoles(CGE): HEIsassociation

- B&L évolution: social business in consulting for social
responsibility

- Cnous: studentservices

- MGEN: publicsectorhealth insuranceorganization

- CaissedesDépôts: public financialinstitution

With participation from:

- Ministry of HigherEducation,ResearchandInnovation(MESRI)

- Ministry of EcologicalandInclusiveTransition(MTES)

- Réseaufrançais des étudiants pour le développementdurable
(REFEDD): studentassociationfor sustainabledevelopment

- Collectif pour ƭΩƛƴǘŞƎǊŀǘƛƻƴdu DD&RS dans ƭΩŜƴǎŜƛƎƴŜƳŜƴǘ
supérieur (CIRSES): professional association for integration of
sustainabledevelopmentin highereducation

- The Artiès, Courroie, Arces, AACU and DtΩ{ǳǇnetworks:
associationsof HEIsprofessionals

- InternationalAssociationof Universities(IAU)

We would like to thank the following who participated in our
editorial board:

NatachaBEDHIAF(MESRI),RoumaïssaBENAHMED(B&Lévolution),
Jean-ChristopheCARTERON(KedgeBS/CGE),Michelle JOUHANEAU
(MTES/CGDD)(MTES/CGDD),SamuelJUHEL(REFEDD),CélineLEROY
(CPU),CharlesAdrien LOUIS(B&Lévolution), GéraldMAJOU(CGE),
MélissaPOUTRAIN(B&Lévolution),FlorianPRUSSAK(Cnous),Pierre-
FrançoisSZCZECH(MGEN),Alain TORD(B&L évolution), Alexandra
WATIER(B&Lévolution)

Wewould like to thank the following for their time:

Lionel BAUMANN,Julie BELLEIL,Joris BENELLE,Dominique BONET
FERNANDEZ,Alexandrine BORNIER,François BOUCHET,Jean-
Christophe BURIE,Mireille CAMPANA,Yves CARDELLINI,Armelle
CARNET,SandrineCLOAREC,Vincent CONRAD,Hélène DA COSTA,
Antoine DE DARUVAR,Michel DELAMARRE,SandraDURAND,Eric
DUTIL,VirginieFILIPPINI,StéphaneFLAMENT,DominiqueFRANÇON,
Isabelle DE FREMONTCAMINADE,Nicolas GAILLARD,Marine
GAUDIN,PascaleGEFFLOT,LaurentGERBAUD,FranckGIULIANI,Denis
GUIBARD,Jean-Christophe GUILLET,Jean-Luc GUINOT, Vincent
HUAULT,PatriciaHUMANN,Muriel HUSSON,IsabelleKRAUS,Claude
LABIT,Olivier LABOUX,Yvan LAGADEUC,Claire LAVAL-JOCTEUR,
Cécile LECOMTE,FrançoiseLEFICHANT,Cendrine LELOCAT,Ilona
LEMAITRE,Bernard LEMOULT,Alexandre LEVILLAIN,Nourredine
MANAMANNI, Anne MANGANO, Virginie MARTIN, Stéphane
MINABERRY,Christophe MORIN, Pascal PAIN, Edouard PENIDE,
Nathalie PETIT-MALTAVERNE,Diane PICLET,Véronique PRAX,
FrançoiseQUERAUD,ChristopheQUINTARD,OrianeREYNAUD,Pierre
RISSO,Marie-CécileROLLIN,NancySANCHEZ,GaëlSANDRIN,André
SOBCZAK,PierreVANDEWEGHE,HilligjevanΨǘLAND, LionelVINOUR,
BrigitteVU,Marie WALTZER

THE 

PRODUCT OF

COLLEGIAL

COOPERATION

5



Map of French institutions interviewed 



Forewordéééééééééééééééé..P.2

Editorialéééééééé..éé..éé.ééééP.3

The product of collegial

cooperationééééééééééééé..é...P.5

Map of french interviewed

institutionsé..ééééééééééé..éééP.6

Contentsééééééééééé..ééééé.P.7

Part 1 From the Grenelle forum to the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): a

decade of commitment by HEIs to

sustainable development in France

ééééééééééééééééééé..éé.P.8

Á A decade of commitment in France

Á Further mobilizing higher education and 
research professions 

Á What are the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG)?

Á How is higher education key to the 
transition to a more sustainable 
society?

Á How does each profession contribute to 
the SDGs?

Part2Howeachprofessioncanadvancethe

SDGagendaéééééééééééé.é...P.16

Á 14 guides by profession to assist HEI 
teams

Á Goals common to multiple HEI 
professions

Acronymsééééé...éééééééé.é P.132

CONTENTS

7



PARTIE 1

From the Grenelle forum to the 

Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs): a decade of 

commitment by HEIs to 

sustainable development in 

France

Á A decade of commitment in 
CǊŀƴŎŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΦΧΧ tΦу

Á Further mobilizing higher 
education and research 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΧΦ tΦф

Á What are the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG)? 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ tΦмл

Á How is Higher Education key to 
the transition to a more 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΚΧΦΦΦΦΧΦ tΦмн

Á How does each profession 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {5DǎΚ ΧΦ tΦмп

PART 1
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